
COASTWATCH
C e n t e r  f o r  C o a s t a l  S t u d i e s  •  P r o v i n c e t o w n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  •  2 0 0 4  •  V o l u m e  2 8  I s s u e  2N

on
-p

ro
fit

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

PA
ID

Pr
ov

in
ce

to
w

n
M

A
 0

26
57

Pe
rm

it 
N

o.
 2

6

C
en

te
r 

fo
r 

C
o

as
ta

l 
S
tu

d
ie

s
P.

O
. B

ox
 1

03
6

P
ro

vi
n

ce
to

w
n

, M
A

 0
26

57

C O A S T W A T C H 
is a publication of the Center for 
Coastal Studies, an independent 
non-profit, member supported 
organization dedicated to research, 
public education and conservation 
programs for the marine and coastal 
environments.

Center for Coastal Studies
115 Bradford Street
P.O. Box 1036
Provincetown, MA 02657
Tel. (508) 487-3622
Fax: (508) 487-4495
E-mail: ccs@coastalstudies.org
http://www.coastalstudies.org

Center for Coastal Studies Shop
Lopes Square, Provincetown
Tel: (508) 487-6115

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Peter Borrelli
CHAIR, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
John Burman
COASTWATCH PRODUCTION  
Jan Young
PUBLIC AFFAIRS COORDINATOR

Joanne Jarzobski

©2004 Center for Coastal Studies

COVER PHOTO

by Richard E. Johnson

NEWSLETTER DESIGN & PRINTING: 
Shank Painter Co. Inc. 

Thanks

w
w

w
.c

oa
st

al
st

ud
ie

s.
or

g

Recent additions to the staff include Amy Kennedy, humpback whale 
program research assistant (Maine Maritime Academy, B.S. in ocean studies); 
Cathy Metzger, administrative assistant and Elderhostel coordinator (Eastern 
Illinois University, B.S. in education); Steve Ruh, store manager (Florida Keys 
Community College, A.S. in marine biology); Brian Sharp, whale rescue 
operations manager (Virginia Tech, B.S. in animal science); and Terri Smith, 
research assistant in the Cape Cod Bay monitoring program (Cape Cod 
Community College, A.A. in environmental science anticipated December 
2004).

As the humpbacks migrate back to Stellwagen Bank, so too do CCS’s 
dedicated whale watch naturalists. Returning this season are Carole Carlson, 
Mark Gilmore, Clarisse Hart, and Nancy Scaglione-Peck. They join CCS 
year-round staffers Joanne Jarzobski, Pauline Kamath, Amy Kennedy, Phil 
Kibler, Scott Landry, Owen Nichols and Mike Reardon. And last but not 
least, Mike Bertoldi of Provincetown, a longtime whale watch jack-of-all-trades, 
has formally joined the crew.

Finally, although she has left her staff position at CCS to join her longtime 
collaborators in right whale studies at the New England Aquarium, Dr. Moira 
Brown continued to help direct this past season’s right whale survey in Cape Cod 
Bay as an adjunct scientist.

The collaborative research program on the humpback whale population in the 
Gulf of Maine, known as MoNAH, has received major grants from the Island 
Foundation and the Beneficia Foundation.

The large whale disentanglement program thanks the National Marine 
Fisheries Service for ongoing support. A great many thanks are also due to the 
following agencies and organizations for dedicated in-kind support during the 
attempt to disentangle the right whale known as Kingfisher in March: Wildlife 
Trust, New England Aquarium, Florida Marine Research Institute (FMRI), 
NFMS/SERO, Georgia Department of Natural Resources; USCG Group 
Mayport, Florida; USCG Station Fort Macon, North Carolina; the Beaufort 
NOAA Laboratory; and the University of North Carolina at Wilmington.

CCS thanks the following for their sponsorship of April’s benefit dinner 
and science exhibition at Anthony’s Cummaquid Inn, A Celebration of Right 
Whales: Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank, Cape Cod Times and Pegasus 
Foundation.

Nauset Marine and Mercury Marine are owed a debt of gratitude for the 
generous donation of twin 225 HP Optimax engines for R/V Ibis, the former 
U.S. Coast Guard rescue rigid hull inflatable that was donated to CCS last year 
by the U.S. Air National Guard at Otis AFB. 

The Humane Society of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has provided 
funding for Cape Cod Waterways to publish a sea kayaker’s safety guide in 
traditional and electronic versions.

General operating support was provided by the following individuals and 
organizations: Nancy Fales, Kingman Yacht Center, and Wellfleet Foundation.

Staff Notes



H A R B O R  NOTES

Ruth Hiebert
by Peter Borrelli

n February the Center lost 
one of its most dedicated 
supporters in Ruth Hiebert.  

She was a strong, independent, 
and caring woman, and what she 
cared most about was the diversity 
of life, spirit, and creativity called 
Provincetown.  The daughter of 
the town’s only physician for many 
years, she administered to charities 
her entire life, first as a fundraiser 
in Rhode Island and for the past 
thirty years as a volunteer and 
patron of numerous organizations 
devoted to the arts, local history, 
and the environment.  At the time 
of her death at the age of 81, she 
was a member of the board of the 
Provincetown Art Association, 
Pilgrim Monument and  
Provincetown Museum, and the 
Center for Coastal Studies.  

Ruth held strong opinions 
and knew how to assert herself 
within an organization while 
resisting the temptation to meddle 
(at least not too much), a trait 
welcomed by non-profit admin-
istrators like myself.  In her last 
year, she served on the search 
committees for new executive 
directors of the Provincetown Art 
Association and Pilgrim Monu-
ment and Provincetown Museum 
and made sure she got her way.  
In 1995 she served on the search 
committee that selected me.  I 
must have said the right thing, 
when she asked what I would do 
to “shake things up.”  She was a 
pixie lady.  My only concern now 
that she is gone is if I have shaken 
things up enough.  

Ruth joined the board in 
1979 and except for one or two 
years of mandatory absence 
triggered by the Center’s policy 
on term limits served continu-
ously until her death.  In terms 
of longevity and the various roles 
she played, she was a central pillar.  

She loved to cook and entertain.  
(For her memorial service, which 
she planned, she wanted lots of 
food, music, and booze.)  She be-
lieved that good ideas and friend-
ships were built around the table.  
As the Center grew, she sometimes 
openly regretted that there was not 
time enough to get to know every-
one.  She also expressed concern 

her to make payroll.  At one point 
after the Center’s only vehicle 
failed inspection, she contributed 
funds for a new truck.  Her giving 
was always quiet and frequently 
anonymous.  And I don’t know 
of anyone who has ever taken so 
much pleasure in giving.  For her 
role in launching our new research 
vessel on December 8, 1996, Ruth 
was asked to christen the Shear-
water with a bottle of bubbly.  She 
took a mighty swing that could 
only be described as Ruthian 
and practically fell into the water 
laughing.  For our 25th anniver-
sary celebration which was held 
at the John F. Kennedy Library in 
Boston, we produced a 15-minute 
video about the mission and his-
tory of the Center called Inquiry 
into Action.  Naturally, she insisted 

Events

Friends

As a kid, Jeff Sliter summered on 
Cape Cod and when the New York-
born boy went on his first whale 
watch in the early ‘80s he was “bowled 
over” by the experience. 

“The talks by the naturalists on 
that and subsequent cruises piqued 
my interest and desire to help, and 
the fact that the Center for Coastal 
Studies was a small startup probably 
kindled the ‘root-for-the-underdog’ 
instinct in me,” Sliter says.  “And let’s 
face it,” he adds, “preserving wildlife 
and the natural world is an underdog 
endeavor in itself.”

From then on, CCS has been near 
and dear to his heart and Sliter has 
been a generous contributor to our 
programming.

“The vision of a couple of guys 
in a zodiac risking life and limb to 
untangle an otherwise doomed right 
whale made me realize pretty darn 
quickly that the LEAST I could do 

Jeff Sliter

was write a check!” he adds.
These days Sliter keeps watch over 

CCS from his current post in the 
United Arab Emirates as a consultant 
for the Abu Dhabi Water & Electricity 
Authority.

“I support the maintenance and 
inventory management software 
system used by the company and 
its affiliates, which generate and 
distribute water (via desalination, as 
there is very little fresh water on the 
Arabian Peninsula) and electricity 
for the emirate of Abu Dhabi,” Sliter 
explains.

Between Abu Dhabi and a stint in 
Singapore, Sliter has been overseas for 
fifteen years and intends to keep his 
roving cap on. “The world is a big, 
interesting place,” he says.  

Sliter adheres to a spin on the 
adage, think globally, act locally, by 
saying “a key role of all conservation 
movements, then, should be to 

Jeff Sliter

educate and further the idea of the 
global ‘organism,’ the health of which 
depends on the health of all the 
component body parts or regions.”

Balancing conservation with 
individual needs is key for the future, 
Sliter says, “Unfortunately I fear it’s 
an uphill battle that will only get 
more difficult under the weight of 
the relentless expansion of the world’s 
population.”  

And in his eyes, CCS has a place in 
the world far beyond its geographic 
borders. “I especially appreciate the 
efforts made in disseminating the CCS 
body of knowledge and techniques 
across borders, and would like to see 
that trend expand even further afield.”

Kayaking Schedule
CCS members who are eager for the real deal – kayaking with a pro – can 
sign up for a half-day of instruction and adventure with CCS’s own coastal 
awareness coordinator Dick Hilmer. Dick has been kayaking the outer Cape for 
eight years and has already guided over 700 men, women and students through 
Nauset Marsh and Pleasant Bay this spring. Dick’s company, Osprey Sea Kayak  
Adventures, is now offering CCS members  a 50% discount. Space is limited. 
To register or for more information, contact Dick directly at 508-240-1211 
or dhilmer@coastalstudies.org.  A representative sample of trips and program 
partners is shown below:

June
 Waquoit Bay, Mashpee, with Waquoit Kayak and WEBNRR

July
 Scorton Creek, Sandwich , with Cape Cod Kayak
 Back River, Pocassett, with the Paddler’s Shop

August
 Herring River, Harwich, with Eastern Mountain Sports
 Pleasant Bay, Orleans, with Osprey Sea Kayak

September
 Monomoy Island, Chatham, with Outermost Marine

s the popularity of 
kayaking continues to 
soar on Cape Cod, so 

too do the rates of kayaking accidents 
(including two fatalities last fall) and 
environmental degradation resulting 
from a poor understanding of the 
delicate habitats that provide paddlers 
with such spectacular natural beauty 
and activity. That is why the Center 
for Coastal Studies has initiated a 
project to map a network of sixteen 
small boat and paddling routes that 
combines recreation, education, and 
conservation.  

As CCS executive director Peter 
Borrelli puts it, “Geographically 
speaking, Cape Cod is an island, with 
more than 1,000 miles of shoreline 
and replete with glacier outwash 
plains, bays, inlets, estuaries, rivers and 
creeks.  Our goal is to increase public 
understanding and appreciation of 
the coastal zone while also promoting 
safety and stewardship.”

In conjunction with Cape Cod 
Maritime Days, CCS announced 
the completion of its latest guide, of 
Waquoit Bay in East Falmouth and 
Mashpee.

The guide to Waquoit Bay employs 
the detailed wizardry of high-tech 
GIS (geographic information systems) 
software to provide highly accurate 
aerial imagery of the bay, overlaid 
with easy-to-read graphics that 
specify channel markers, sandbars, 
public landings, campsites, trails and 
cautionary zones. It was designed 
with the assistance of Anne Reynolds, 
information and technical coordinator 
at Waquoit Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve (WBNERR) and 
with imagery provided by MassGIS. 

While the guides contain a 
section on safety tips, greater 
public outreach and education on 
comprehensive paddling training and 
safety is still a critical need. To that 
end, CCS recently applied for and 
received support from the Humane 
Society of the Commonwealth to 
produce a Guide to Safe Paddling in 
Massachusetts. It will be available free 
to the public through harbormasters’ 

offices around Cape Cod.
Dick Hilmer, project coordinator, 

said, “We have become increasingly 
aware of both the potential and actual 
conflict between recreational paddlers 
and power-boaters navigating narrow 
glacier outwash channels, as well as the 
increased use at town landings and the 
impact on our natural environment. 
One of our goals is to promote 
responsible boating.”

Since its inception, the Coastal 
Awareness project has received support 
from Massachusetts Department 
of Conservation and Recreation, 
US Coast Guard, Massachusetts 

Coastal Zone Management (CZM), 
WBNERR, and the Cape Cod 
Economic Development Council.

The next guide in the series will 
be of Upper Buzzards Bay and is 
scheduled for completion later in 
June. The first in the series, of Nauset 
Marsh, is already out of print but will 
be reissued later in the year.

The Waquoit Bay guide is available 
free of charge by calling CCS at 508-
487-3622, ext. 101. It is also available 
at  WBNERR in Mashpee, Waquoit 
Kayak, and Eastern Mountain Sports in 
Hyannis.  Dick Hilmer can be reached 
at dhilmer@coastalstudies.org. 

Coastal 
Awareness

Members-Only
Whale Watch

Save the date: CCS will host a 
members-only whale watch sunset 
cruise aboard the Dolphin Fleet on 
Sunday, August 8 at 5:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $50 per person and include 
wine, beer, soft drinks and hors 
d’oeuvres. Children six and under 
are free. These trips are a wonderful 
way to spend time with CCS staff 
and board members and to enjoy 
the company of fellow whale watch 
devotees. For further information 
and reservations contact Cathy 
Metzger at 508-487-3622, ext. 101 or 
cmetzger@coastalstudies.org.

Jane Goodall’s “Roots 
& Shoots” Summit Visits 
Provincetown

In early May, CCS scientists were 
invited to participate in the annual 
summit of Roots and Shoots, the Jane 
Goodall Institute’s prestigious global 
environmental and humanitarian 
education program for youth. This 
year’s summit, which was held in 
Masphee, featured a special day-long 
event in Provincetown, where CCS 
sponsored a variety of activities, 
including: marine mammal and 
whale rescue lectures; a whale watch 

aboard the Dolphin Fleet; and a field 
walk through Hatches Harbor for 
100 middle and high school students 
selected to attend this year’s summit 
from across North America.

 

O

SPEND AN EVENING WITH MARY OLIVER

Mary Oliver of Provincetown, a Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winner, will read 
‘new and older works of poetry’ at a benefit for CCS on Saturday, August 21st. The 7 p.m. 
reading will be held at Saint Mary of the Harbor Episcopal Church at 517 Commercial 
Street. The cost is $45 per person. Attendees are invited to a coffee and dessert reception 
and book signing in the adjoining Nicholson Hall following the reading. Provincetown 
Bookshop is supplying the books for the signing. For more information and to register, 
please call 508-487-3622, ext. 101, or e-mail: ccs@coastalstudies.org.

on paying for it.  When she saw 
the final edit, she leaned back in 
her chair, scrunched up her face in 
huge smile, slapped her knees and 
said, “Very, nice.”  

*  Copies of Inquiry into 
Action are available in video and 
DVD format by calling the Center.

Ruth Hiebert aboard R/V Shearwater, during 1996 christening.

that the Center might outgrow 
Provincetown, while at the same 
time taking great pleasure in its 
accomplishments and its far-flung 
alumni.   

If the basic role of a board 
member is the care and feeding of 
an organization, Ruth took this 
quite literally.  There were times 
when my predecessors turned to 

Dr. Jane Goodall (center) with CCS 
naturalists Dr. Carole Carlson (left) and 
Joanne Jarzobski.

Detail of Waquoit guide


